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To: james.eklund@state.co.us[james.eklund@state.co.usl;
meghan.trubee@state.co.us[meghan.trubee@state.co.us];
citymanager@ci.durango.co.us[citymanager@ci.durango.co.us]; Julie
Westendorfffjulie.westendorff@co.laplata.co.us];
brad.blake@co.laplata.co.us[brad.blake@co.laplata.co.us]; Gwen
Lacheltjgwen.lachelt@co.laplata.co.us]; bgardner@silverton.co.us[bgardner@silverton.co.us];
administrator@sanjuancountycolorado.us[administrator@sanjuancountycolorado.us}; 'Jan
MayerGawlik'[Jan.MayerGawlik@co.laplata.co.us]; cclementson@blim.govicclementson@blim.govl; 'Kelly
Palmer'[kapalmer@fs.fed.us]; joe.lewandowski@state.co.usfjoe.lewandowski@state.co.us]; Mylott,
Richard[Mylott.Richard@epa.gov]; kirstin.brown@state.co.us[kirstin.orown@state.co.us}; 'Peter
Butler'[butlerpeter2@gmail.com}

Cc: Bruce Whitehead[brucew@southwesternwater.org}

From: Laura Spann

Sent: Thur 8/20/2015 4:40:26 PM

Subject: SW Water Conservation District Releases Statement on Gold King Mine Accident
SWCD Press Release Gold King Mine 8-20-15.docx. pdf

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AUGUST 20, 2015
CONTACT:

Bruce Whitehead, 970-247-1302

Southwestern Water Conservation District Urges Partners to Include the

Animas River Stakeholders Group in Gold King Mine Cleanup Efforts

DURANGO, COLORADO—Bruce Whitehead, Executive Director of the Southwestern Water
Conservation District, released the following statement regarding the Gold King Mine accident:

“On behalf of the board of directors of the Southwestern Water Conservation District, I would like to
express our sincere concern for the Animas River ecosystem and all the water users affected by the Gold
King Mine discharge.

The District, which encompasses the drainages from Pagosa Springs to Norwood, recognizes that metal

loading from abandoned and inactive mines has been one of the most significant regional water quality

issues for decades. For more than 10 years, the District has provided substantial financial support to the

Animas River Stakeholder Group to assist their efforts in mine remediation, including direct funding of
water quality monitoring below Silverton.
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The Animas River Stakeholders Group, made up of volunteer community leaders, environmental
organizations, private, and public partners, has worked transparently and collaboratively for 20 years to
remediate old mine sites. Their success can be seen on Mineral Creek, where the effective use of limited

resources and local expertise has resulted in a notable reduction in heavy metals loading.

There’s no question this group has developed the site-specific knowledge, working relationships, and
expertise to take on the water quality challenge over the long term. As communities along the Animas
River and the EPA work to address the consequences of this spill, we encourage them to take advantage
of the local leadership of the Animas River Stakeholders Group.”

HHH

The Southwestern Water Conservation District’s charter is 1o protecl, conserve, use and develop the
water resources of the Southwestern basin for the welfare of the District, and safeguard for Colorado all
waters of the basin to which the state is entitled. Following this mandate, the District has assumed a
broad strategic role on behalf of its diverse constituents across nine counties: Archuleta, Dolores, La
Plata, Montezuma, San Juan, San Miguel, and parts of Hinsdale, Mineral, and Montrose.
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